LIVING KEDUSHA

PARASHA ACHAREI-KEDOSHIM

yourselves — | am HASHEM, your God.
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' | ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel an%
say to them: You shall be holy, for holy am I, HASHEM, your God. ‘
3 Every man: Your mother and father shall you revere and My Sabbaths shail you observe :

I am HAsHEM, your God. * Do not turn to the idols, and molten gods shall you not make fq
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commanded you. '8 You shall do what is fair and good in the eyes of HASHEM, so that it will be
good for you, and you shall come and possess the good Land that HASHEM swore to Your
forefathers, ' to thrust away all your enemies from before you, as HASHEM spoke.

F Artsod|- Stoa. Qumash

Ramban maintains that the concept of holiness is not
limited to the observance of any particular category of

commandments. Rather, it is an admonition that g's
approach to all aspects of life be governed by moderation,
particularly in the area of what is permitted. In Ramban's
ﬁmmfmr
of the Taw can easlly become 1IN0 Mg 5;;. a degenerate
with the permission of the Torah, Tor such a person can
observe the technical requirements of the commandments

while surrendering to seif-indu!gence. gluttony, and licen-
tiousness. But God demands more of a Jew than obedience
to K%s
us, as the Sages put it, 75 \nna AR¥Y W, Sanctify yourself in k
what is p{i’m@@@ﬁ? by refraining not

only from what is expressly forbidden, but from too much of
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wm — What is fair. In litigation, you should agree to
arbitration and compromise, and be willing to be generous
to your opponent by not asserting the full extent of your
rights (Rashi). Thus, after exhorting Israel to keep the com-
mandments scrupulously, he told them that the rest of their
actions, specilically their dealings with people, should be
‘guided by a sense of what is fair and good in God's eyes. How
tado so in any given situation depends on the sensitivity and

I\;

~ stature of the individual, for it is impossible to spell out all
gllernat,ives and situations in the Torah. General guidelines
must be gleaned from the Torah's requirements to show

¢ compassion 21,4 forbearance to others, such as not taking
revenge or cursing, showing respect to the learned and aged,
and not being apathetic to the danger or financial losses
threatening others (Ramban).
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37¥5 — To make them rivals. This phrase indicates the rea-
son for the prohibition. Sisters should live in love and har-
‘mony, not rivalry and strife. That is why the prohibition js _
removed upon the death of the first sister (Ramban).
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'. l '8 You shall not take a woman in addition to her sister, to make them rivals,

to uncover the nakedness of one upon the other in her lifetime.
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13 Any man of the Children of Israel and of the proselyte who dwells among them who will
trap a beast or bird that may be eaten, he shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth. ' For,
the life of any creature — its blood represents its life, so | say to the Children of Israel, “You shall
not consume the blood of any creature; for the life of any creature is its blood, whoever

consumes it will be cut off."
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AN Shabor

The Gemara (Shabbos 22a) says, “The shochet should cover the
blood with what he used to spill it,” meaning with the hand that
wielded the shechitah knife. It is forbidden to use one's foot to kick
the earth onto the blood. The reason for this is N3 myn v xSy
oy — so that Hashem's mitzvos not be treated with contembt and

gisresgéct. '

lew fam

*’hile the concept of “Hashem’s commandments should not be
treated with contempt” is usually applied to inanimate ones like the
mitzvos of kisuy hadam, esrog, or succah, the Beis Hal evi extends
it to the manner in which one must treat a poor person. He says that
when one gives a poor person tzedakah, he fulfills a number of
mitzvos. At that moment the poor person is a myn Sy Kyon, a
precious mitzvah object, because it is through him that one
performs these mitzvos.' The pauper is surrounded with a special
sanctity and holiness just as an esrog and s'chach have when they
are used for the mitzvah. How careful one must be not to insult the
poor person or treat him with contempt as he collects money or
solicits a donation. The Beis HaLevi says that to mistreat him is a

'violation of a Torah commandment similar to performing kisuy
hadam in a disrespectful way by using one's foot.

"It is unfortunate that there are those who look down at
“‘collectors” who make the rounds of shuls and yeshivos asking for
assistance. Instead of considering them “shnorrers,” they should be
looked at as opportunities to fulfill Torah obligations; the manner in
which the poor are treated is an integral part of the mitzvah itself._
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“YOU SHALL REBUKE YOUR FELLOW MAN.” (Vayikra 19:17)

When someone tries to criticize or rebuke another person, it is
obligatory for those words to come from the depths of his heart.
The Sages have said that only those words that come from the

heart will enter the heart of the other person. Therefore, if your
words of correction are not an expression of your inner feelings of
care and concern for the welfare of the other person, they will not
have a positive influence on the person you are speaking to. But
there is yet another aspect here. If your rebuke does not come from
a sincere caring for the other person, then you have personal
reasons for that rebuke and your motives are not entirely pure, If
that is the case, you are guilty of slighting the honor of another
person and of causing him pain with words for your personal
pleasure. This is a very serious offense. (Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer
Dessler; Michtav Maieliyahu, vol.3, p.139)

Before correcting someone, ask yourself, “What are my true
motives in trying to correct this person?” Can you honestly say that
your sole motivation is that you are so concerned about his welfare
that you feel a need to make certain he does only good and refrains
from evil? To what degree do you want to rebuke him because you
feel a sense of power in telling someone off? To what degree do you
want honor from others? To what degree do you derive personal
pleasure from making someone else feel uncomfortable? We do
have a mitzvah to correct others. But here motivation is an essential
ingredient. Build up your inner feelings of love for others. Thep
Your motivation will be pure and you will be able to have a positive

influence on others.
Y4
If an extremely wealthy and generous person who was the source
of your entire income would tell you to be kind and friendly to his
elative, you would find it quite easy to do so. In your dealings with

ther people keep in mind that your Creator and the Sustainer of
he universe is the Creator of this individual and He wants you to
e kind and loving to him.

ANMY LBYN PI¥3 — it would seem that the pasuk should say
MY VBYN T0N3, because isn't it often a chesed to judge one’s

-

friend favorably, especially in situations where the overwhelming
evidence seems to point toward guilt? Perhaps the answer to this is
based on a concept about the obligation to eulogize a dead person &
at his funeral. The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah (344:1) says it is *
forbidden to greatly exaggerate the attributes and achievements of ¢
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This concept does not only apply to the departed. It applies even
more to the living. Nobody can truly know the greatness of those
around him. Nor can he truly understand why they do things.
J}gdginglhirr\] favorably is not a matter of chesed, but of 7y,
because it is very likely that the person deserves this. Even if it is
extremely difficult to justify a person’s misdeeds, one must take into
account his upbringing and the difficult challenges he faces in his

Iiie1 :.vhiﬁcvh__mq_l_{egit very difficult to overcome his yetzer hara.

MY USWN pI¥1 is the cornerstone of all good midos and the
ke:y to gbod relq_t_ipps w'ig_hkope’s spouse, children, family members,
friends and neighbors, business associates, and everyone with
whom one comes into contact. |t may seem difficult to always judge
others favorably, but by contemplating the inherent greatness and

kedushah in a Jewish soul, the task would be much easier.
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slightly embellish them. The Taz (§1) asks why it is permitted to
slightly embellish the deceased’s qualities and attributes: isn’t it a
falsehood to do so? What difference is there if one utters a small lie
or a big lie? Both should be forbidden! The Birkei Yosef answers that
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one may slightly embellish words of eulogy because it is very
possible that people are not aware of the extent of the deceased’s
achievements, either because he intentionally concealed them or
because they were s_i;r{pﬂ;n-ot publicized. The amount that people,
even those closest to the deceased, think they knew about his
accomplishments are in actuality much less than what he achieved. -
Therefore, slightly embellishing the words of tribute is not a devia- 1.

tion from the truth, but is, in all probability, very close to the truth. V-
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1 You shall not steal, you shall not deny falsely, and you shall not lie to one another. '? Youl
shall not swear faisely by My Name, thereby desecrating the Name of your God — | am HASHEM,
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19)  Just as it is forbui()cn to steal money or property, so too is it
furbu[dcn to ﬁtcal" someone’s opinion or feelings. Included in this
prohlhmnn are all actions or words that will cause someone to have

a_higher opinion of us or a greater feeling of gratitude toward us
than we actually deserve. Some examples are:

A) You may not insist that someone should eat with you when
you are sure that he will refuse, because your insistence is merely an

attempt to gain unearned gratitude (Choshen Mishpot 228:6). How-

ever, asking once or twice out of politeness is permissible (SMA, .

ibid.).

B) You may not keep offering someone gifts when you know
that he will refuse to accept them. (Choshen Mishpot, ibid.)

C)  You should not do or say anything to someone that will make
him assume that you have troubled yourself on his behalf when such
is not the case. However, in situations when the person should have
realized on his own that you did not exert yourself on his behalf, you
need not notify him that he is in error if he assumes that you troubled
yourself especially for him. (ibid.)
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